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. JOY IS TiHSM.
The Supreme Court Orders the Appointment;

of the Wigwam Inspectors.
..

» WILL THE POLICE HOARD OBEY?
.

Mayor Cocoor Get3 a Hint
Not to Interfere.

THE "UNSEEN FINGER."

The Republican Commissioners Play a

Smart Trick on Mr. MacLean.

There was hot work yesterday ill the extraordinarysession of the Supremo Court, Gunerai Term,
between the rival fuctious of the democratic party,
the ritai Police Commissioners and their respective
counsel. Look before the appointed noon hour,
when the case was to be called up, the court room

begau to be crowded with politicians from the republican,Tammany and anti-Tammany ranlts, togetherwith a slight sprinkling of grecnbackcrs.
Almost the entire semi-circular table set apart for
counsel was ocuupied by the legal champions of the
parties interested, those avowedly appearing on the

part of Tammany Hall being Messrs. David Dudley
Field, Edwin W. Stoughtou, Dudley Piela and Mr.
baeon. Those representing the Police board wore

v Mr. F N. Bangs and Assistant Corporation Counsel
Stetson, while Mr. Ellbu Root, who hold an inde-
pendent position as private counsel to CommissionersWheeler and French, was apparently supportedby ex-United States District Attorney George

'' bliss, not far behind whom was John I. Davenport.
The court was opened within a few minutes of noon

by Presiding Judge Davis and his two associates.
Judges lirady and Barrett.
After reference to and reading of the papers used

and proceedings had in the litigation thus far, an

uthdavit was reud sworn to by Commissioner MacLean,In which he asserted that Commissioners
AVheelor and French were working together for
the defeat of Governor Robinson, and recited that
earlier in the morning, while he was preparing a resolutionlu an adjoining room, he sent in word to his
associates Wheeler and French that he was so engaged.and would join them presently, but subsequentlyfound that without his presence they had

; adjourned the board to this morning. This resolu
tlon was to the effect that the remaining Inspectors
be appointed from members of the New York
Chamber of Commerce and the New York ProduceExchange. This statement was partially contradictedby an affidavit of Commissioner
rrencu, maue at a suDsequout stage oi

the proceedings, and in which hoastertedthat the mossugu Mr. MacLoan aunt in
was that he waa engaged in preparing papers, and
would be in later, but without stating when he
would be in, and Mr. French and his associate,
Mr. Wbeelor thinking they had hud enough ot the
farce, oonc the'y would adjourn until this
morning auu give the extraordinary term an opportunityto unravel the confuaion in which they had

> become entangled.
Mr. Lantd tilled the Court's attention to the fact

that tweuty of tho fourth inspectors had been appointed,among whom were some Tammany men,
K including Mr. Field hiiuself.

Mr. Field.What is that ?
Judge Davis.He wants to call your attention to

the fact that you have been appointed.
"Mr. Flold was at the head of tho list," continued

Mr. llangs, "and for another there was substituted
Samuel J. Tlldeu, there being doubt as to which
branch of tho democracy Edwin W. Htoughton and
Cyrus W. Field could be assigned."
Mr. David Dudley Field wanted to know from Mr.

Bangs to whom he might consider himself indebtedfor tho honor conferred.
Mr. liaugs said ho ha<l nothing to do with it, and

f Bcrtainlv would not advise his election.
Mr. Field.1 hope the goutlemau is not himself a

candidate.
MB. arOtlQHTON'S POINTS.

, Mr. Edwin W. Stoughton then proceeded to argue
In favor of the writ of mandamus asked for. Mr.
Tildeu, he said, had been exchanged tor him on the
list of inspectors, which reminded him of the re
mark of Sheridan when, in Lis old age, some one

called attention to his ugliness, brought about by iniftmiu>r&tnliAbita. mitl tin rnnlii><l lin wah lirkiMiuiiiin

when a child, bul lie had been swapped off in liia
old age for an ugly boy. The question waa that two
ot the members of the Police lloar had wilfully re»fowed compliance with the interpretation which the
Court gave to the law, an interpretation ao plain
that it could not be misunderstood. Tho Court
hud plainly told the Commissioner* that it
was tnelr duty to select from tlio demc-ratio
party as an entirety. That decision was not merely
fatherly advice but a judicial interpretation 01 tho

a law, and the Hoard should be made to obaervo uud
re-pert it. Tuking tbu relative uttmbera of the reapectivefactious into consideration the great
majority had been left uuri presented, ltelieviug
the case from all the quibbling and smartness of
"this person" who tried to hold up respectable m«n

' to ridicule.for tho iiouiiuatioiia of noine as inspectorswero so evidently intended.should be reminded
of hii duty and that there Is a court above liiiii.
After criticising the affidavit of Commission' r
MacLean as evasive, intended to give tho Court no
information ut all, uud no doubt pointed out by an

t
unseen aud almost paralyzed finger, counsel aaid the
whole performance was simply disgraceful, and the
solt-respect exhibited by Messrs. French and Wheeler
in declining to take furthur part in it was to be commended.Whether or not, counsel concluded, the
motive of Commissioners MacLcan and Morrison
was to get a share to their party in the H,MB a day
paid to inspectors, it was plainly their iuteutioii to
disobey the mandate of the Court and constituted
taw.

THE opi'okitii i*.
» Mr. ltangs, on tlie part of the Police Board In generalaud representing the Corporation Counsel, con-
tended that the opinion ot tho Court contained
shades of meaning on whirli there might be an honestdifference of Interpretation, lie wits In tavor of
a writ of mandamus to compel Commissioners

» i'reueh uud 11 heeler to go back to the rooms from
which they lied that morning uud remain there uulll
the duty imposed on them by law was iuilllled.
These two lisd already got throe out of lour of tlio
inspectors ot election and they now wanted tho
fourth. Hut if the rulaiors wanted the Court to
name what political faction of party the remaining
inspectors were to be appointed from bo protested.
This had l»een decided by the Court of Appods in a
recent case against the Mayor of Tmy, for culling attentionto which they Were Indebted to the Hkkamv
aud which docision was in favor of his side of tho

* ease. It the Court should now go to the extent of
deciding se to who are the proper parties to be named
as inspectors they might be next celled upon to sub-
tltute themselves as inspectors of election and thua

ooufuse aud bleud all the departments.
*» ItCrLYINrt Tim IIKLATiiHS.

Messrs. Hoot and David Dudley H'l< Id followed In
an argument on thu same side as Mr. Htooghtnti,
and in reply to Mr. Hangs, Mr. Field contending that
the Court had clearly deft iksI what the duty of the
Commissioners was, and said if they did not per-
form It within the time proscribed by law the Court
would grant s mandamus to compel them, 'lhe
i !nin in iftMioimr* hktl not t*oin tiliffil with tln» law an

Interpreted by tho Court, ami tliu relator* li.nl now
come fur their aisndtiiiins. The conduct ot theCoin-
mlssloner* had boon much as to untitle tliciu to tho
conduiiinatiuii of the Court and of every just mun.
Alter suiting at longth the reUtlvc uuiiiliera of tliu
throe political branches to bu represented by ill-
apeetorx, and what the Commissioners Had done, he
aaid tliey had plainly violated thu law as itilerpreted
by the Court when limy attempted to auloot tho
whole democratic representation hi inspector* troni
oue faction of that party to thu exclusion of another
aud thrice creator faction. two of tho
four Commissioners had dono that, and
now lloiitod it iu i ho facu of thu Court

» and asked them what they wore going to do about
It? Plainly, now that ouo Inspector of tho demo-
cratio two had heeii taken from thn uuti-Tamnialiy
ranks, tho remainder should bo taken from ttlo
other side of tho line, and lor tho Court to compel

. tho Commissioners to do so would bo only In con-
fortuity with plain lionssty, good seiiso and sound
law.
At the conclusion of the arirnmsut the Court took

a recess, ami after about an hour's consultation returnedinto court aud dcliverod In opinion, as follows!.
Till rit isioN.

, Tho Court, Judge Davis said, had arrived at a
iiaiiimoii* conclusion as to tho trno Interpretation

pf thu law aud aa to ths duty of tho Hoard of Police
Commissioner* In executing It. Tlejr had occasion
the other day to express their opinion of the con-

I itructlon of the law, to the elloot that lu tliu ap-
1 poiutuieut of lepreaeutatlvos of tno majority party

NEW YOI

it was the duty of tho Commissioners to consider
tlio democratic pwty an au entirety, with
a viow only to its relation* to litato i**uo*
and without respect to 'ts relations to local
organization*. Tbov Mill believed, without
disseuniou that such i* the law, and that
there should bo secured to tho democracy as a whole
n just ami fair representation. Tho policy ot tho
law was to aceuru fain.una and honesty in elections
a* well as iu tho count and return*, and for that
purpose intended lliiit tho ropreaentatiou of tho
majority party should uol ho limited to a taction in
that party, but should bo extended to tho whole.
Tiio Hoard hud given representation to the minority
party, and all ijuestiou on that subject was eliminatedtroui the case. Hut the Hoard hud not proceedediu relation to tho representation ot tho majority.iu oouloriuity with tho opiuion of the Court.
Xliey hail appointed inspectors lroiu a section or a
faction of one party, without considering the other
section or taction. In malting those appointments
only one-third, or, iu round numbers, on.y
about thirty thnusaud out of uiuety thousandwere represented, thus leaving two-thirds
without representation, except by tlie appointment
of a few members. It was tbu duty of tiie Hoard iu
making tho selection to give representation to both,
and having gone so tar as to give a representation
of ouo in each uistriet to the luiuority taction, the
Court considered it the duty of the Hoard to select
the rcuiaiuiug inspectors lrom the majority factiou
known as Tammany llall. (Great applauso in the
audience.) This, the Court thought, would secure
lmf. tiiii'ni.da of I'HiiWHiiiiittttinii vi 11 !<'li tlin btiiflito
contemplated. There wuh mirno dissent, however,
as to what the form of the order sliouhl be to carry
tliu views of thu Court into effect, and the issue of
thie they would delay until the adjourn day. in tbo
hope that by this announcement ot thu uuauimous
decision of the Court tliu Commissioners would
havu the good sense to proceed with thoir duty accordingly,and cud a slate of utt'. irs which was very
unseemly, productive of excitement and could do
no t;ood.

Sir. Duvhl Dudley Field then asked If they could
have an order restraining the Mayor front removing
Mr. French, us he had been notulcd to show cause
why he should not to-duy, and also to make tho
Mayor a party'to this proceeding.
Judge Da via asked at what hour Mr. French was

summoned.
"At noon," said Mr. Fiuld.
"Then wo will adjourn to eloven o'clock to-morrow,"said Judge Duvis.
Mr. Bangs s.iid he was in a position to know, and

tho truth was that the object of thu Mayor was to
eoutpul the Commissioners to do as he understood
tho Court to detluo their duty, and not in any way to
conflict with tho actum of tliu Court. This seumed
to satisty all parties and thu Court, which thereupon
adjourned to eloven o'clock to-day, when there is no
certainty the end will bu reached, as it was stated
that one Commissioner had announced his intention
to go to jail sooner than vote for Tammany men.

THE rOLICE BOARD WRANGLE.THE REPUBLICANCOMMISSIONERS STEAL A MARCH.
The extraordinary manner in which the Hoard of

Police Commissioners brought its proceeding to a

close on Thursday evening crowded tho lutlls of
Police Headquarters long before the time set for tho
renewal of tho othcial farce between the Commissioners.The excitement caused by the raising of

any question touching the city ballot caused mauy
persons to be present who do not ordinarily interestthemselves in politics., All kinds of conjectureswere indulged as to the moaning ot tho "bolt,"
but tho general opinion seemed to be that Messrs.
Wheeler and French had made a grievous mistake In
withdrawing from tho session of the Board. Thoir
Tammany allies wore sober faces and deprecated the
move as hurtful in the extreme. The case seemed
so full of danger to the cause of John Kelly that

hopes woro expressed that an amicable settlement
of tho whole matter might take place.
The meeting was to have convened at nlno o'clock,

but it was ten minutes lutcr when Mr. French
entered the room. He was immediately joined by
Mr. MacLoun, who said.

"I am goiug up ataiis, Mr. Fronch, to write out a

resolution I bave to offer, anil will be back in a few
minutes."
Mr. French maintained a stolid silence until Mr.

MacLoan bud left tbo room, wben be summoned a

messenger anil sent for Chief Clerk Hawloy, wbo
entered, accompanied by Deputy Clerk Kipp. Tlio
uiossengor was then sent to inform Mr. MacLean that
Inn presence was awaited by tbe republican aide of
the bouse. Word was sent back by tbe President
that bo would coine down in a few minuteu.
"Call tbe roll," said Mr. French, grimly.
Tlie roll was called, and Mr. French ue.-lared that

there waa no quorum present, uud said, "As 1 wish
to see my counsel in regard to my detenco before the
Mayor I move we adjourn until to-morrow morning
at nine o'clock."
Both Commissioners voted "yea" and. hastily left

tbo room. As they p*«»o»t through the hall uud down
tbe stairs a sensation waa produced among tbe loungers,who wcro ignorant of the true state of affairs.
Two minutes alter Mr. MacLoau entered tbe room,
and on inquiring where Commissioners French and
Wheeler were, waa informed that both gentlemen
bad departed.
"But." said Mr. Mad,nan. in astonishment, "tbe

meeting baa not yet been held."
"Yes, it has," replied tbe C'blof Clerk, "and tbo

Board lias adjourned until to-morrow morning at
tiiuo o'clock."

MACLKAN MASKS A BLPNDEB.
The expression on Mr. MscLeau'a face was one of

mingled chagrin and anger as tbe cunning trick of
tbe two republicans was announced, lie tried to
smile in tbe old, tamlliar, innocent way, but it waa
a failure, and be sat down iu the president's chair lu
silent mortification. He waited for bis colleague,
Mr. Morrison, wbo xvas informed of the statu of affairsand could hardly suppress a smite at tue neat
mauueriu Which the tables bad lieeu turned on them.
They then retired to their rooms.
As soon as it became known that Messrs. Mar Lean

and Morrison bad been duped there was much excitement.The anti-Tammany politicians were astounded
at the laxity of Mr. MacLlcan iu not wstebiug the
movements of tbe other Commissioners. Mr. William
11. Secor, tlie Tammany counsel, arrived at lialf-past
nine o'clock, and laughed heartily when be learned
bow matters stood, lie was joined in a few minutes
by Mr. Wheeler's messenger, who delivered a mos1sage. Mr. Secor immediately leit tbe buildlug in a
great hurry, uud started off for tbe Metropolitan
Hotel, oti lirooilway. where it le said he met Com*
missiouers Fieach and Wheeler, and belda long con*
saltation with them, notwithstanding tbe former's
statement at tbe mooting that be oould not wait tor
Messrs. MacLe-in and Morrison. This meeting is
takou as very significant and corroborative of the
alliance of Tammany Hull with tbe republican Com;missiouers. The republicans made the Metropolitan
Hotel their headquarters throughout tbe day.
Mr. Macls-an was interviewed by a Hkualo re*

porter on the situation iu bis office shortly after
the meeting.
"Do you think the day lost is a very important

ouel"
"it is twenty-four hours gone for naught. I had

a very important resolution to offer, which, I consider,would have satisfied the Supreme Court; but,
as 1 sin not an opinionated Commissioner, 1 decline
to talk about it."

"If Mr. Tlldeu and tho other inspectors appointed
rofuso to Serve are they not liable to he punished?"
"You can find all imormutiou here," sai.l Mr.

MacLean," handing the reporter a copy of tbe
lteniatry and Kiactien laws.

COUPKULJU) TO KKRVE.
The following m the eoctiou of Uv covering the

subject:.
Stenon is..Each nnd uvory person (elected and notlfla-dlay thai Horn d of Police sa Its choice tor the oflico of

Inspector of fclection or of I'oll Clerk shall, on ilia receipt
of notit'o tin-roof, npj.uiu* within ten days (iioronf tor bailors
the cliliif of llio Huro.iti of Elections for thu |<ur|ioso of e*
aiuiiiniaon. ami, if foainl qnalitied, shall. uulu»» excused
by said Hoaral, lay riaasan of ill health or ailIier good anal
sufliaiieut a lum. be bound to aorva an such ollicair at overy
election tor the term of nun your from tin- alalia of his uplioiattaant.and in cesu of neglect or retusal to comply with
I ha- abaaarai roa|aiirooaoiata air ta; servo or act -ball b.a liable to
a panalty of $11X1, recoverable by tlao aeid Binard
by civil aa'tioia, iu any court of record, in Una iiamo of tlie
treasurer of tlao Hoard, nod for the aiao and bciiaiftl «l Ibo
unites for.al And n fuiiure on thu part uf may Mich poraou
In pracannt hiill eel f for examination or to comply wit It any
of i lie requirements of I bin net preliminary to reeeavlug ids
certiAa etc of nppuiotment within thai tune prearrtbiMl or to
utiuiid on tiae ilny of may registration or revision of regiatrstoauor ilite aluy of auy election during aaid term, nnleas
prevented by sickness or other Mitll.la.iit cauae the burdennt proof of avliit'll alinli bo upon tile delimiui'iit ahuli
bo doomed a ruin an avltliin tile meaning of tlna acction.

lu rufert-itco to thia matter, anil thu question aa to
whether Mr. Tildcu would surve or "plank down,"
John -I. O'llrion, Chief of the bureau of Ktectioue,
stated that ho would lint notify Mr. Tibial), an ho
hud beon appointed after the Until of September, and
thin fusale ihe appointment Hiatal.
Much ape. illation wua indulged in during thgalay

at Police ilciulquniTnra an to wh.at peraon will bo appointedto till thu plaeo of the late Captain Kennedy.
Tito Commissioners would not apeak iu tlin mutter,
but it i« wlilaperod that If thu democrat* gain tlicir
poiut anal Tilalaiu bucurus control of the Police
Jio ard, Charli e 1'. William* will be the now Captain.

MOIIP. CUAROKM AOAINST Mil. FUKNCI1.

Supplemental cuargo* were made yonterday attarnoouagaiuat Police Coiniuiaaiouer French by Mayor
Cooper. A copy of tho olHcial docuniunt «n handed
Mr. French in the City Hall Park, about three
o'clock, a* the gontleman walknd through in comtntuywith hi* colleague, Commissioner Wheeler.
The following ia a copy of thu charges:.

Mxroa's Orrtca, Sew York.
To STKrm * It. PaancM, Police CumaiUeiutier of tlie City
of New York I.
You are charged by anal before me with coiialnct which,

If eel eh 11 abed no.I not satisfactorily u*pl*liii>d, appaaam to
me to substitute cause fur yoar remuvnl from oHice,
iinmely
That on tlctolier 'J. 1H«U, after tbo month of Hepteinbor,

1H7U, luail expired, seal whilo there >1111 r.-inniiinal lo be appelateduno inspector of olectiun in eeeh of mero tbna six
liuualrod rloctioti districts In tlaie cltv nod comity, and
wbile lite Hoarii of Polios vai In seeelon and engaged in
tlao duty of tilling tlao vacancies then remaining tube
(tiled, you. in concert with Do Witt C. Wheeler, one of your
Colleague!. ra»f uoa>al to net hit iher In tailAlltng the ilnty imp.taeilnpoo too lay lew ol selecting and appointing Inspectoral.and left thu meeting <af tlie llonral withiaot putmis
ann anal wilhoul nu.v aaaljoornment, and so deprived the

aalai Hoard of e l|U<ar«m.
Ami III thlv, to wit. that yon have ailncn that time nogIcetrajto illiachargo your duty in the premise* mail take

each action aa prevent! the Hoard from making inch aeluc
tiuna or nppolnlmsnls hofore tho Ith alay of October mil.

I will give aoo en opportunity to be hpnrd at the Mayor'*
nRice on Saturday, October t, IH7U, at I weivu o'clock iiuun.

I ahonld Include your eolleiiguo, its Witt ('. Whoeler, In
thia uaitivs and charge but for aucb restraint as has berate

kk hkka'ijt), saturday,
fore bciiu imposed tiDon mo In respect to hint by the Judg|muut ami writ of tliu Supreme Court.
Haled Dctupkk 3, 187». liUWAKD COOPER, Mayor.
The investigation as trf tho charges against all the

Commissioners-is act down for twelve o'clock to-day
at tli" City llall. (IuIi-hs s.mio new Illicit takes place
tlio investigation will go on us speedily as possible. I

THE SECltET OF T1IK STBCOGLK IN THE POLICB

BO.tni) UEA8HNK WHY INSPI CTOR3 OF ELECTIONALE VALUABLE TO POLITICAL PAKTIE8.
Tlie llerccucss of tlio struggle over tlie appoint-

meat of inspectors of election lias set many persons
to thinking about what particular advantage it cuu
be to one or the other of the political parties or

factious to secure those positions tor their own

especial friends. The Police Hoard, which controls
the election bureau, is divided evenly between
democrats and republicans, and tho law, in its pater- <

nal protection of everybody's interests and rights, j
has wisely provided that the four inspectors of eleo-
tiou in each district shall be similarly partitioned
lH.-tiYi.cu the two great political organizations. Thus '

reason all tUoso worthy citizens wlio profess independencein politics and ontUusiasni in reform, and
they ask how. under auch circumstances, it can

buuelit thu antl-Tammauy organization to secure

both tho democratic inspectors in each j
district, uud why Tammany makes so much fuss
over tho attempt to rule out of tho inspectorships
all democrats belonging to tho Tammany organiza- j
tiou. Tho inspectorship muddle formed the subject
of conversation in one of the democratic committee
rooms last evening among a group of visitors, and,
tho views stated above having been expressed, a gentlemanwho boasted of liaviug for many years performedthe duties of inspector in a downtown ward
was asltcd his opimou as to whether any advantage
was derived from Having friendly hands at the poll
lists and ballot boxes.
"Why, bless your soul," was the roply, "it's more

than hull the battle. A smart inspector wlio knows
what ho is about always knows enough to secure his
own election us chuirmun of tho board ot inspectors,
a-jd when ho has guinea tins positiou he bus tho
whole business under his control. Thu chairman
stands at tho box and receives tho ballots. As he
calls tho uumuof the voter iiis associates have to hud
it on their poll lists, aud while they are doiug that
ho hits plenty of time for little jokes."

Hut under tho existing law making an equal
division of inspectors between tile political parties,
do they not watch oach other closely enough to preventany tricks on the part of auy one ol' thu number?"
"Fudge! The inspectors on both sides are takon

from thu most siiruwd uud unscrupulous of thu ward
politicians. Host of them Havu served an apprenticeshipat the registration books and ballot boxes.
Under the present law the four inspectors in each
election district are required to get together 'openly
and publicly' aud organize as a board by electing
one of their number chairman. If 110choice is made
within fifteen in.uutes after the mooting takes pl.ico
the chairman is to l o chosen by lot. This is all very
.....II ... «... ... a,. ,lw,u,I l.iil tli.

specters, ulthougliof dill'eront parties, are intimately
known to each other in tho district they representand each is uwure o£ the littiu gauies in
which his associates are iuiorestud. They almost
invariably hold a preliminary 'caucus' among themselvestor the purpose of settling iu advance who
shall bo chairman. Perhaps one of tho nuuibur.
say a democrat.is well kuowu to be a Holler at
handling tickets, and is very anxious to be chairman.There is u great deal of wrangling, and then
the democrat says to the two republican luspeotors.
or vice versa, us tbe case uiay be.'Now, what iu
ao and so do you want anyway ir' The answer may
bo,'Well, you know I*nuist give my Aldermuu a

good lift. My bread and buttor depends ou Unit,
uud the majority against hiiu can't bo much, anyway.''Well, suppose you get your Aldermau, will
you bo coutented?' And so the tradiug goes ou.
Sometimes an agreement is made and soiuelimes
not. Iu tho latter case each side depends on the
smartness of its own men, but generally these ward
follows know each other well, and work together
tor tiieir own personal interests."
"Hut as regular registration lists are at the polls,

and as every vote is chocked by three inspectors, I
do not seo how a man, if ever so caDable of cheatlug,can do anything wrong with the ballots. Tho
ballots arc counted boforu tbey are opem.d, and If
there are in the box a greater number tnuu the poll
list calls fur tho surpliiH is takcu out by a person
who is utterly uuable to tell what ballot he draws
from the box uud destroys."
"That's just where ouo little joker comes iu.

Here's a district with the republican uud democratic
vote pretty evenly divided. Suppose a smart inspectorwno receives tho ballots manages in tho
course of the day to slip twuuty or thirty votes,
all ot his own purty, iuto a certain box. When the
count is luade and it is found that the ballots exceedthe poll list the number in excess is drawn
from tho box and tho chuucus arc that the oppositionloses at least us many votes us aro lost by tue
smart inspector's side. Ail this is clear gain."
"Do you moan to say that it is possible for tho inspectorwho handles the ballots to put votes iu tho

boxes without being seen when so many eyes aro

upon him?"
"Seo here Have yon ever been to those prestidigitationperformances? Have you over seen a sleight

of hand bum pluyiug his tricks iu a barroom tor
drinks and coppers? If you havo you've sueu a'

pack or iirty-two cards disappear like a dash and afterwardseen 'em pulled out ot the leg of your owu

pantaloons, and I'll ^ct my bottom dollar you
eouldu't tell how it was dono. Why, I know men
who can do with a ballot just as woudcrlul tricks us

you ever saw done with a pock of cards, and ailwell,nobody could detect them any more thau your
owu oyua cau keep track of a conjuror's lingers.
Watch a poll when the unopened ballots aro counted
to tally tno poll lists iu a close uud hot eloetiou, and
sco how many double ballots, or ballots folded
ouo within tho other, aro found in a box.
Aro you so green as to suppose that
a snurp inspector would uot have detected them if
he ha i waniod to do so? Such ballots aro destroyed
if the number iu tho box overruus the total ou too
poll list, but uot otuerwise. Now suppose for every
doub.e b.iHot thus put luto the box one ballot of
ho opposite side UuiIh its way on to the tloor or up

a nieovu instead of into tbo box. l>ou't it tolluw
that there will nut bo foun.. au excess ot ballot* in
tho box ana thai tho two voteH 'accidentally' caught
together will both ot tuotu stick ? Why, tuy triouJ,
1 havo soeti a oaretul inspector accidentally drop a
number of ballots on tho Hour while emptying a

box, uud hi* conscientiousness ha* boon such mat
he has appealed to some one else to pick them up ho
that no coliUHtou or cheating might be suspected,
lio you auppoau the utile accident ha* made no
change in the count. Well, if you do, your political
canvassing education bus be u neglected, thai'* all."
"Hut can these things bo done now'/ O. course

they may have boon done Under Tweed, but have we
aot now better laws uud better.or, at least, loss
rucklo** men in charge ol tliu polls?" 1

"Why, 1 have seen and know u those thing* liuv
been done almost every year on some candidal-s or
other ever sluc-o the Tweed King wo* overthrown.
In the old day* and under tin old law* the mode of
operation was different. 'Ihere have been times
when it waa only necessary toy *eud word to till* or
tuat district thai so luucb majority wu* wanted for
till* or that eundidutc and it was torthroimng.
Things have to he managed more prudently uud less
opeuiy nowadays, and the new law* compel a resort
to the more skiltul manipulation* to which 1 have
alluded.

"If, as you any, tho Inspectors, as a rule, arc well
acquainted, familiar with each other'* particular
political lUtereats uud ready to cheat lor each other,
what ditfereuc-o cau it make to the republicans
whether the democratic inspector* are Tammany or
auti-Tuminuuy, or to tho anti-Taiiiraauyitus if tliuy
have oue or both inspector* on their own side?"
"Why, tin* year it make* a very great tulloreiiee.

If the anti-Tammany side has both tile democratic
Inspectors, it cau slug belly by makiug bargain*
witli the republican inspectors to give thorn liebinsonvote* in return for votes lor such candidate* as

they are personally iulur< atcd iu. Hut the iiiatu
auxloty ot the anti-Tammany party about the inspnelorslias reference to the veto (or Aldoruiun. 1
Mayor Cooper has been crippled by a hostile board,
or olio which he has made hostile to him *mee lu*
election, lieore he gee* olll of office he hss yet lo 1

sppolut a Comptroller ami a Commissioner of l'ublic
Work*, besides a nuuioer ot other very Important
heads ol departments. U ho cau elect an aiili-'TsiulusnyHoard oi Aldermen next year ho will have tho *

appoint incut of At. Kelly'* successor and all the
otner important o tileen iu Ins own baud.-, besides l>c- (
lug enabled to get rhl of Police Commissioner
\v neuter, despite the courts. 'The auti-1 amuisiiy
politician* cure more about their Hoard of Aldermen
this year thau about all the other offices put together,
and if they have two inspectors against two republican*they will havo a splendid chance tor a trade either
on fftatc, legislative or Judicial ticket*. They would
probably *w»p off all their .state candidates except
if tin1 republican* can got 011c Tammany inspector
in each district they wilt bo ablo to elect the chairmanol every board Of Inspectors ami tliey wonlil of
courso rather make a bargain with thu Tammany
uien this y< ar than with their old allies ot lam year,
the antt-Taiuniany democrat*. They want to make
Cornell's election sure, aua you can hot your boots
that w hoever gets throe out of lour inspectors of
election lias a flood pull for success, both side In
the l'olice Hoard know the value of inspectors, and 1
tell you that the auil-'i'iunniituy fellows are no
slouchaa at the ballot box."

THE FACTIONS AT WORK.
The Democratic State Central Committee were oocuptodall day yosterday in organizing for a thoroughcanvasa of the State, In accordance with the

plan porposod by Mr. K, K. Apgnr at tho conference
of prominent democrat*, lieltl on Thursday night.
The preliminary step in this direction was takcu by
sending out Circulars in which it Is said..
The Immediate necessity of the canvass Is prompt and

thorough organisation, inch an organisation us will tiring
In I ss active eo-opsrslloii the moat u-otui workers in every
elsetloii district. If tlila is uoae our success Is certain.
To promote such an organisation it is proposed to call togetherin llis sovoral counties, at the county seal or tenia
convenient centre, tlio most efficient workers from each
election district to meet snd confer srltn s sub committee
of the Democratic state Central Donsmlttte. the
purpose of such conference le, tlrst. to tiring togetherIn each county the men who will ho responsiblefor the artnal work ef ths canvass in
each election district, in nuler that tlicy may give to
and receive from etch oilier suggestions to secure sp oil,
utiflorinltv and thoroughness In their wnrk. .-Second, that
sli the wcikers may lio aroused to llie utmost diligence
and eilurt. Third, that they may be brought late pereoual
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euiuuiunicatloii with the State Central Committos throupli
its autburixoil representatives, mid receive (rem theiu encuuraguuieiitas to the aituatiuu mid advice us to the
method* ami details of the canvass.

It t» i xpectod ill this way to brill* during the next week
all the actitre workers in tlio State into direct personal
eomiuiiniratiou with the state Committee. I lie importance
ut this is obvious and cauaot ho overestimated.
Thoae circulars aro aunt to the t-huiriaen of tite

various county committees iu the St ito. who .are
requested to have a thorough campaign inaugurated
In their districts, aided by those parsons who way
ho sent from this city.
The Kelly Campaign Committee appear to ho iu

splendid humor at tue condition of affairs throughoutthe State. The luotnbers declare that the canvasst litis far has been moat successful iu its results,
tnd Mr. l\ W. Ithodus, the socreti'.ry, says that everythingis iu the liuust possible condition, 'the udIressto the people of the State will he ready iu a

lay or two.
TO UATIVV COUSKLh.

The Republican Central Committee late last night
sonip It-ted all the arrangements for tlio grand Cornellrat ilieatiou meeting, to take place this evening
iu the Cooper iustitute. Stands will be erected outddethe building, and the people inside as well as
ilinse thai are expected will not be able to get into the
iri'iiLhalt, will In: addressed hv iiroinineiit svoakcrs.
Music and fireworks will be plentiful.

THE GLASS HALL 'TARTY."

The member* of tho "national workiugnien's
party," who ou their lust meeting iu (Hush Hull gave
molt u rousing indorsement of Joliu Kelly for Governor,uid not meet iast night us proposed. Tliu
lauitor of the building had not heard of them Rince
the day they muJe the $1 deposit, necessary beforu
lining tile hull.

POLITICAL TAX GATHERING.

how civil, SERVICE hui.es a he being applied

in FEDERAL offices.political brokerage

IN TAMMANY.
The Itepuh'.ican State Committee are flooding tho

federal othcen with clrcul ra Holicitiug contributions
for campaign pttrpoeee, and th re in a prodigious
amount of growling among the poorly paid clerks of
the I'ost Ollice una Custom House ovor this queer
application of civil service reform. Tho clerks say
that two pur cent of their salary is expected to he

paid over, and a failure on their part to comply with
the demand is suiiicieut notice that olhcial decapitationwill follow. Tho circular, which is sent out
from the headquarters of tho ilopublieau State Committee,reads as tollows:.

Statu or Nsw York. 1
IteruoMcAN St.itk Oo.n.*irrak, ,

Kirru Avknur TIotki.. New Volts. Sopt. ., 1S7U. )
Chkstck A. Arthur. Chairman.
Knw.iuo M. Johasos. i jecr8tttl.i0.Hknuv A. ilunnsx. j '

Joiis N. Ksirr. Tr"usurer.
Mr DkiU Siit->Tliu Republican State Committee are doturiiiiiit'din this campaign to put forward more than even

the usual efforts of the coiiiniittuo to insuru success to thu
republican cause and the oicctiou of our ticl.et.
A groat demand lias already bouu made and
will continue to he made upon thecommitteefur ti rot class spankers, which allows that
our friends are ou the alert and ready tor action. To canvasstins State as it must lie done, from samlet to hamlet,
we must have such pecuniary aid as our friends can furnish,ami we therefore solicit fiom you such contribution
us in your judgment you can best afford to make for this
I"" §"'"»

t'h-a.u remit by ulioukur otherwise the amount you desireto assist us villi ti> Jolm S. Kuupp. treasurer RepublicanStatu Committee, Fifth Avenue Hotel, NewYurk
city. as early us possible Your*. with respect.

EDWARD M. JOHNSON, Secretary.
Enclosed in the circular wliich ia sunt out to tlio

employes of the Custom House is a card reading
thus:.

f*~~r
^ Collections for %

5 State Committee, 4
5 H'2 liroad way (up stairs). J

On the reverse is printed the following blank
form:.

5 Received, $ for the $
$ Statu Committee, }

* 1879. ?
///////////^/^/*//^-/^ jj>

A IIeuuu reporter called at thu place indicated
yesterday to ascertain whether, us hud been alleged,
a political brokerage business was transacted there.
Ex-Alderiuuu and ex-Clerk of thu Common Council
Joseph C. l'iucknoy was fonnd at a desk with a book
before him containing the names and salaries of all

ompkiyus in thu Custom House. In response to an

inquiry for information on the subject lir. Pluckneysa.d:.
' Mr. Luusk and myself are making the collections

for the party In the Custom House. We charge no

pcrcebTago for our services uud receive no rebate.
It is ail none us a mutter ol love on our part lor our
party. As tur us I am personally concerned I have
bueu honored by my party with othcu and 1 owe it
the amount of service my means abundantly enable
me to bestow. I made all the colieet.ous in 1870 and
never charged or received a penny for my services."
A prominent Tammany official was met n few ininntcslater. The reporter usked mm how much commissionwas paid John 1>. Newman, its political tux

gatherer for the past thirty years or more, on thu
amount of his collections.
"Tun per cunt," was thu prompt reply.
"How luucU does he collect?"
"It is hard to sav. An immense sum in the aggregatebefore Tammany lost so much of its patronageas it has during the past two years."
"Wue it all spent tor campaign purposes?"
"That's just thu point. That Its collections were

not uil spent for election purposes explains one of
tlio reasons why, in nty jiidgmeut, Tammany has
been so ottun defeated at the polls. A good share
of tile money collected has been applied toward tlio
liquidation of thu debt on thu big building in Fourteenthstreet."

AN APPEAL TO PRESIDENT HATES.

To tub Editoh or thk Herald:.
In view of tbu fact that assessments will soon bo

levied upon employes of the Post Oilico would it not
be well for Mr. Hayes, who at present resides in

Washington, to cause hi" order to be again read and
enforced (providing lie means what lie says), which
relates to tlio assessing tor and contributing to
polt'ical purposes. The order, as read, prohibitedanything of thu ktud, though so tar
it has not been respected or euiorced by our
celebrated reform postmaster here. It Mr. Hayes
means reform now is the time for him to compel the
euiorcemeut of his famous order, and many a poor
currier's and uturwi rked Clerk s Heart wui oe mime

glad. Tho money thus saved tin ui could bu used
lor a better purpose.viz.. that of supporting their
families, instead of paying for champagne and
uigurs lor tho political huclis at their Filth Aveuue
Hotel headquarters. STATION 11.

POLITICAL NOTES.

The political campaign in Pennsylvania is exceedinglyquiet.
Sen iter Dawos is bitterly opposing Hutlur iu Maslaohusalts.
General Fit* Hugh Leo has been nominated for tho

Legislature in Virginia.
The republican party hus curried Hamilton county,

Dhio, only twice in sovou years.
1'ost master General Key does not think the TenlleSseerepuiliatloiiists will succeed.
A sweeping republican victory in Pennsylvania is

predicted by tlie Philadelphia Timet.
TUe Litclitiold (Conn.) A'je/airer believes the next

Pr< anient should lie a tuiiu like Hayes, notlike Grant.
Lieutenant Governor Wilts, of Louisiana, is a canlidatufor the democratic nomination for Govutnur.
Mr. lil.dr, the new United States Senator from New

Hampshire, is opposed to a third term for Ueiicial
Iraut.
Senator Dawes is oppoaod to bolting. He says ho

i< rves the republican cause best who serves it all the
time.
The solid South, says the Mobile RegitUr, Ales

aoitber the Northern soldier uor the Northcru bondholder.
Mr. llcnry Gltver, Allegheny county. Pa., would
kc to aitcoevd Senator Wallace lu tlio United States

Senate.
The Pittsburg Ommrreuu remarks:."It looks very

much as if tho lUaiuu booui iu Uhio might exceed
the Sherman boom u Maine."
Tho young republican* of Massachusetts arc organizingclulia all over that State. Since 1H7'J the republicanshave carried the Stats three times sud the

ilciuoerata three tunes.
suiistor Hock thinks Guueral Hancock la the

favorite Presidential candidate of the South. Mr.

liayard lie believes would poll more votes than Mr.
Tlldcu, but it would be hard to nominate him.
A luige number of tho lending Southern journals

are opposed to tlio nomination of Mr. Tildeu. This,
suys the Mobile Uyitler, doua not sriso from tbo fact
that the people of this section believe all the trumped
up stories tluit have been circulated about Mr.
Tildeu, nnt simply because they wish tho strongest
and moat available candidate possible put rorwsrd,
and they do not tbiuk that Mr. Tildeu 1111s these requirements.

VIVISECTION OF MAN.

To thk F.pitoh or tiik Hkuai.d :.
Considering the average intelligence and usefulnessof horse and man, why would It not be Just to

vivisect s few men (selecting the most interior,
criminals ami vagabonds) lor tho discovery ot farts
that would bu useful to voterinary surgeon's.

OLD Uodte

^

to rise to aid him in the fruitless anarch.
A now theory to account (or tins boy's
disappearance hus now found taith with Iuh parents,
't'hey do not believe he wan drowned ut all. but carriedoff for some unknown purpose. Me might easilyhave boarded sotuo canal bout or schooner just
about leaving her pier and have been carried away
ou a long journey. The boy is old enough to give an
account ot himself and if lie hod been taken away by
accident the persons into whose cure lie might have
(alien would have most likely gout lilni back or at
least communicated with the police or the boy's
parents. A description of the missing boy is as
follows:.Eight years and tour mouths old.
nearly four feet in height, slight build, light brown
hair, largo grayisb-bluo eyes, slight scar over right
eyebrow, regular features, dimpled cheeks, neck and
face tanned, long neck, slight scar on the back of
otto hand; dressed in light waist, red necktie, light
gray pants, striped stockings, laced shoes and white
straw hat. His lather is confident that if ho had
fallen overboard he would certainly havo obtained
some confirmation ot it by this time. The straw hat
he were, which was a large one, would have at least
turned up. A reward ot f'Mu is oiloied by the distressedparents tor the sate return of their boy.

it would surprise auy one not familiar witlt the
fact to know the number of people.men, women and
children.who disappear from their homes iu this
city, and for whom the police arc called upon to
search. Scarcely a day passes without 0110 or more
such cases being reported ut Police Headquarters,
aud uuless sumo extraordinary circumstance connectedwith the occurrence commands particular
otleiitiou a record of the missiug persons.name and
description.is all that comes of it. An iuteinEeratehusband or sou fulls by chance into the
amis of the police, aud is fined or imprisoned

by u police- magistrate. If unable to pay the fine,
rather than let the fact of their imprisonment be
known, the unfortunate one will observe silence aud
let his anxious aud unsuspecting friends invoke the
aid ot tnu seniorities in whose hands he is alreadv.
under a fictitious name, search lor Uitn. The reportedabsence from home of boys and girls, whose
ages range troiu ten to sixteen years, likewise receiveslittle notice, because they are considered, and,
as u rule, prove to bu runaways, who return to their
homes within a period more or loss short, according
to the severity of their experience. In every
case, when an iuquiry is made at Police
Headquarters, the assurance is givou to the
inquirer that any information obtained by the police
Mill bo forwarded at once to his or her address,
which in carefully notea down at the time and seldomreceives any further attention. It the missing
person is well or olllcially connected what is known
us a general alarm is sent out by tbe police, that is a

description of tbe missing person is telegraphed to
each police station and read oil to the
uen beiore they are sent out on patrol.
It is sate to say that not oue policemanin twenty would be able to tell
you even the name of the missing person ten minutesafter ho leaves the station house, so little attentionis paid to the reading ofthisuud similar instructionsthey receive to look for stray horses,
stolen property and the like.
On the other hand a great majority of pnrsons reportedmissing return to their homes or are heard

from after a time, and their frieuds neglect to iutorm
the police of the tact, and this hat u tendency to
make them indifferent unless they ure urged front
day to day to coutiuuo the search.

MISSING BUSINESS MEN.

There 1* considerable disquietude felt in the millinerygoods trade over the absunce of E. 11. llempel,
dealer in millinery goods and trimmed huts at No.
450 liroomu street. His unpaid debts, it is said,
amount to upward of $20,000. Tbe creditors have
cmployotl detectives to search for him and cause his
arrest, and they aver that he has fled. He has not,
so it iu declared, beeu keen at his place of business
since Friday of last week, and it is alleged that on
that evuniug he removed all his goods with tho exceptionof a few hats, and then pasted on the door a

notice, "Closed in consequence of a death in tho
family." Nuuerous inquiries wore made for him
the next day, and the creditors came to the conclusionthat thev had been victimized.
He came here in July stating to the trade that he

was u Memphis refugee; that he had $7,000 in cash
and expected $4,000 or $5,000 more as soon as his
cotton business in tho fever stricken city had been
settled up. He had a very pleasing address, had tho
appearance ol a gentleman, and the merchants whom
he desired to purchase goods of were highly impressediu his tavor. At first he paid cash for all the
goods he bought, and then used the names of tlicsu
parties from whom ho purchased a- references to
otners with wlioiu he desired to open an account,
lie at oucu obtained an excellent ten days' credit,
which was subsequently increased to thirty days,
some firms giving him goods on credit of from $500
to $1,000. lie frequently paid his bills two weeks beforethey were due, which caused souiecomment. It
was ucxi reported that he hud no bunk account and
then the merchants became suspicious and many of
«l.u.. in rill nil' Ills er...lil limuiu

tilt) creditor* uru C. A. Autfmordt .v Co.,
$1,300; Dreyfus, K >liu Jk Co., $0UU; N. Brian ger.
ft.nu; Luckcuicyor, A: moth & Co., Heiiuau A- Wall,
lull A Kay, M. S. lloyuian A Sons ami Joseph Freedman,ffoo; Tweedy Manufacturing Company, $900;
Hodges, Herat )' A Co., $500; J. hraKiuu A Co., fluu;
Hamil A Uooth, f.sth).
Another allotted disappearance la tho sauio Hue of

trade la reported autl aoiueef the creditors connect
the two. Oeorgo I', llaur, manufacturer ot trtmuied
hat', at No. :tl"i Canal street, lias left his place of
business, leaving, it is alleged, many unpaid debt*,
lie started In huaiuess February 1, claiming capital
ot $15,000. and state 1 tliat he had come trom California,where hiH wife and family remained, liis
manner of business was similar to Mr. Heinpcl's,
the signs bear a resemblance, both being about tho
same air.o, having wiiite letters on a black ground,
ui)l it is asserted that their fixtures were somewhat
Identical.

WAS HK THICOWN 0V1.RB0ARD?

NO TIDINUS YKT l'ltOX CHAIILES CtfTTINO, Till'.

MIHHlNU BOUTON IAN. WIIO P\ID 1I1.M TH11KK

THOUSAND Kk.ill' HUNDliiOJ AND J'UKTY DOLI.AIIS?
No light lias yet boon thrown npop tho mystory

surrounding the disappearance of Charles U. Cutting,the young liostoniau salcamau, beyond tho
fact that he was aeon on board the steamer Provldeuceon the night of September l'i by au intimate

acquaintance, a Mr. Hpuucer, of Fltcliburg, Mass.
Cutting, It will bo remembered, left tho office ot a

friend in this city on that day, saying he Intended
to take tho boat for Huston. A Week later his
fricuda In Doatou becatna anxious about him,
aud telegraphed to his New York friends to know
U they bud seen lilin. Word was sent back that
he but hero on tliu l'itli of the month, and iu-

board the steamer that on tho morning or iho 1 :itU
tlio stateroom which Cutting had engaged tin- night
before whs foil ml locked and had to l>e hrokeii open.
His travel linn coat and salchul were louud ljlng 1U
one of the bertha. neither of which had been occupiedorur night. The steamboat people expressed
the opinion thut Cutting must luive gone ashore
after vtstttiiK Ids stateroom and returned too late to
catch tli* boat. This belief wsa strengthened by a
search instituted by the missing man's trieuda
among the written ordera tor supper which were
given on hoard thateveiitng. Cutting's handwrltlug
could uot be recognised among thein, and it wns
known that he was »u the lialiit of travidltug on thu
boats uml ordering hia supper in that manner. The
ahsnuce of the order was explained by Mr. Spencer,
who saya that ho and Mr. Catting took supper together,ami tliut lie (Mr. Spencer) wrote out the
order chock tor both.

It wlU also tie remembered that Mr. Cutting was
said to hare had in his possession fS.Htxi which ho
hail received thai day in cash, and every penny of
which was his own money. The Arm of Holder .k
llerrlck, of liostou, hy Whom he was einiployed, took such a keen Interest in searchingfor Cutting that the polioo at first be!lieved they were thu owneia of at least a portionof the moneys but this is strenuously
denied, as is every Imputation against the young
man's homsty. Outside ot his business relations
with the tinu he was reticent to them, as he was 10

every one, concerning Ins own atlairs. The only
4 thing they know ie that recently he lied been talk-
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,E SHEET.
A NEW YOKK CHARLEY ROSS.

A LITTLE TOY TlIIKTr-THliEE DAYS MISSING .

FitANK ELDKIDGK'B STRANGE FATE.Hl'PPOSEIJTO HAVE 1'EEN STOLEN EY CANALEIW.
On the 1st of Slu mber last the police were uo-

tilled ot the disappearance from his home of Frank
Khlridgc, a boy eight yours old. ilia lather and
mother live ut No. l<kl Christopher street, uot far
from the ferry. The husband works on a tugboat,
aud Frank was in the liabit of going to the wator
front, and was considered aide to take care ot himself.It was shortly before six iu the evening of the
day he was lust seen that Frank told his mother
he was going down to the wharf to
see the excursion boats come in. lie was

spoken to oti his way by aa young
playmate, and also by a storekeeper, who hailed him
iu a familiar way us he passed his door. There was

a crowd ou the pier when the lad reached there,
gathered around the dead body of a boy about his
own age, who had fallen overboard on the Friday beforethat day (Monday), and had just been recovered
from the river. The drowned boy was carriod away
iu un ambu'aucu wagon aud the crowd dispersed.
'Frank Eldrulge, who was seen on the pier by a

number of mcu who work in the neighborhood, and
who knew him, lias not since boon seen or heard of
by his pareuts. Fearing tuat ho might have l'ullou
into the river a watch was kopt along the water all
that night by the boy's father. For days after
grappling hooks wero used without affording the
poor eousolution of briugiug up the missing child's
remains, ."search was made under and around the
piers and iu every couoeivabe place where a body
might be held under water, but still with uo success.Night alter night the boy's tathor lias spent
his time along the river shore waiting for the moon

i

5
in* about mining stocks, and th*» fee >1*7 hawa
nude Boine investment which yielded the money ha
was taking Louie. A private detective named Dearboru,wllo lias uml the cave in hand, haw learned the
exact auiouut of money which Cutting received that
Uuy. lit his own language it ie "$11,0*0, leea fifty-two
cents," and he i» now trying to titid some one who
paid out that sum of money ou the date mentioned
us a starting point m solving the uiyatery. It is not
thought likely that Cutting, who was returning
home to be married, fell overboard or committed
suicide, and his friends are working to ascertain
whether he was not robtaid and made nway witu to
bcouro tue zuuuuy ue wua Known to liave about mm*

THE LOSS .OF THE HAUYEST QUEEN.
CHIEF JUSTICE WAITE DISMISSES THE LIB*!
AGAINST THE ADRIATIC.THE STEAMEU SOT
TO ULAME FOR TUE COLLISION IS TUE IRISH
HE V.

Chief Justice Waite has just delivered hia decisionand opinion on the appeal by the libelluuts in
the case of tho owners of the Uritish bark Harveat
Queen against the steamship Adriatic, of the White
Star Hue. The suit waa brought to recover damages
tor the loss of the Harvest Queen and her cargo,
which rosulted, as alleged, from a collision with th«
steamship Adriatic, ou the night of December 31,
1873, in the Irish Channel. The Harvest Queen waa
claimed to have sunk almost immediately, thourh
on this point there was some conflicting testimony.
It wus proved in evidence, however, that not a

human being was saved from the lost vessel.The Adriatic arrived in this port
early in January, and roported having been
in collision with an unknown vessel at the time and
place in question, and having on board as niemontoesof the catastrophe some small timbers and portionsof tackle that were thrown on her decks in the
collision with the nnknoikn vessel. A piece of a

ship's signboard with the letters "KEN" in gilt
letters was picked up some time afterward on tha
Irish coast, with some fragments of ship's timbers.
The libellauts introduced these facts to sustain their
claim that the vessel struck by the Adriatic on tha
night in question was the Harvest Queen, which waa
then about due in Liverpool, on a voyage from San
Francisco, ainl which has never since been heard
froui. The libellauts asked tor $320,000 indemnity.
The case eume up ou appeal from a decree of Judga
lilutclilord. in tlie District Court, findiuir for the da.
fcmlauU.

THE ('HIEV JUSTICE'S OPINION.
Chief Justice Waite gives his opinion as follows:.*
Many ot tbo fact* disputed below have not been que*

tinned here. The claimant Ones not deny thai the Tassels
actually collided or that the Harvest l^ueeu sunk, with all
on hoard, in consequence of the injuries received in tb*
collision. The libellaiit* also concede that if the Adriatie
was not In fact going aatorn whuu the collision took place
she *.vas making little or no lieauwsy. The controversy is.
therefore, reduced to the color of the light first seen by
the Adriatic, its distaucu, the time it appeared, the changes
in color and hearing* and the movements of the Adriatic.
The recollection of witnesses a* to tho time, distance and
hearing can uot be relied ou in all cases with implicit coniidonco.It is, at best, but the impression of what the
Judgment ot tbo witnesses was about a matter of which no
special note was made at the titue, and it is easy
to seo that such impressions would be mora
or less iiilluoncod by what afterward happened.
All agree that no one saw tho light ou tho Harvest Quoea
until after five bulls, or half-past two o'clock.2:85 Ooiiipthe time recorded ou the log of the Adriatic. The engineer'slog shows that the engines of tho steamer were brat
stopped after backing at seven minutes to three. This was
after the collision. Upon this evidence I have found thai
tho light was first soon Mt twenty-five minutes to three,
consequently eighteen minutes elapsed between the lirsl
discovery of the Harvest i^uoon's light and the time wheu
it was deeniod safe after the collision to stop backing the
stoamor and to go slowly ahead to soe what was necessary
to be doue to save life or proporty. The vessel's light was
first seen from the brldgo of a large steamer with a glues.
The soa was high, and the vessels consequently unsteady.
Under these circumstauces, the light when first seen would
bo two miles and a half or three miles distant. As to the
color, the first aud third otlicers testify that it was green,
and the lookout on the bridge thinks that was the color.
Ail agree that it tirst appeared off the starboard bow. The
two vessels would therefore naturally be on nearly oppositecourses. The Adriatic was going from and the HarvestQueen to Liverpool. The Adriatic being a steamer,
undoubtedly took the shortest, practicable route to Coninbeg.The Harvest l^uoeu having tbo wind free, and beiug
able to go substantially where she chose, would be likely
to shape her course so as to sail as near as she could convenientlyover the track of the Adriatic between Couiubegand Liverpool. At Couinbeg the Adriatic was set
upon a course a little to the southward of that tho Harvest
l^ueeii would take In coiuiug up from Queenstown. This
would naturally place tho Harvest (^uooii, beforo she
reached Conlnbeg. to the northward, which would be OB
tlie starboard of thw Adriatic and expose her grucu light,
unless tho was boudiug uuUiUu of aud across the Adriatic's
course.

ACTION or THK STkAMKR.
The light was either green or red. Whether the one er

the otlu r could ulouo he determined by the eye. and the tin*
pressiou made at the time would be likely to convitiue.no
mutter what happouvd afterward. If the logs of the Adriaticare not correct It is because they were intentionally
falsified.a thing certainly uot to be presumed. That a
red light was seen some time before the collision is not to
be disputed, aud there is uo doubt that it first appeared alterthe green. There is no doubt that the steamer ran for
some time after seeing the light without changiug her
course or speed. The first order was to 'port."
and immediately after to "stand by" aud ''slow," and
the presumption is that wltat ought to have been douo
was done at the moment. It is seen that tho Adriatic
kept her course at full speed four tuinutes after the light
first appeared, the vessels during that time having been
lessen lug tho distance botweeu them at a cuinbineu speed
of full tweuty miles an hour, or about a mile and a third
in the four miuutes. From all tho evidence with regard to
the action of the stnumer at the time of the collision it
appears that tho wheel of the Adriatic was nortod at twent.v-oneminutes to thruo o'clock, and that the collision oecurredat from iifleeu miuutes to three to thirteen minutes
to throe o'clock.
After a further review of the changes in the movementsof the Adriatic and of the tcstimouy of the

various witnesses to other points of importance the
Court said
* It is a very remarkable fact, under the circumstances
which were known to liuvo existed, that uo hail was heard
from the deck of tho ship before or after the collisiou.
This neems entirely inconsistent with the idea that she
c<»uld have had her proper complement of men standing
watch and attending to their duties at the time. Con
fessedly a considerable time elapsed between the collision
aud the final disappearance of the shift.enough certaiuly
to have given an opportunity to lower away her boats if
the crew had heou at their posts. But it is uot iuv intentionto look for the faults of the ship. I place the decision
entirely 011 the ground thTit. upon the case as it stands,
the steamer is tree lrom blame. A decree may be prepared
dismissing the libel, with costs in both courts.

MUTINOUS SAILOKS.

The ahlp Bullion, Captain J. P. Rood, arrived la
the harbor yeaterday morning from Hamburg, in
ballaat, and reported having a mutiny of her crew

on the voyage. The captain informed a Hkbald reporterthat six ot hia crow, named respectively John
WUhoii, Frederick Jan-en, A. J. Priatorn, Maurice
Fiuek, F. d. iiemiu* and John Noriuan, were con.
corned in the riot, lie considered that they had no
catmu whatever for tho mutiny: that they wertieatedwell, and rebelled out of pure wautonneaa.
The atlair took idacu on September '."J, iu latitude
4<i dpg. 15 mln. and longitude OH deg. OS min.
There wan a atroug westerly gale blowing at

nro meutioued, refused to do the work of the
ship bo had tiirm Kent down below, where
tliev remaiuod for two liourw. They had no motive
tor deserting thotr work except that they felt too
lazy to perform their duties. The captain says he
is willing to accept all the legal consequences of the
proceeding* he undertook in imprisoning the mull*
neora.

THE MAliY POWELL LIBELLED.

A novel suit was begun yesterday in the United
States District Court, under a statute of the United
Stntes imposing a penalty upon owners of steamboatscarry ng a greater number of passengers than
rated by the inspector. The suit is brought by
Norman II. Pollock against the steamboat Mary
Powell, and upon his complaint a libel was issued
yesterday a!ternoon against the steamer for $3,182,
and was placed in the handa of the United Status marshal,but bad not beeu served last evening. Mr. Pollockelaitus that lie took passage on the steamer Mary
Powell on August Si, and swears that upou that trip
the steamer had VfiMi passengers, whtle the certificate
of the Hoard of Inspectors only permitted her to
carry 7uu. Under the statute the owners of the
steamer are liable to a forfeit of 910 for each of the
'i'Jfi passengers over the number tliuy are entitled to
carry, and also the amount of passenger money paid
l>y them, lu this case the passenger money is averagodat seventy-five cunts per person, making a total
of td.lM'J claimed by the tybellant.

FILLING LP THE HAHBOIL
Tin, ....... * .1 *1... A it* Ho. r, f tntmllinlia

steamship* liu not yet appeared before tile Dock
ConiinlHHioiicrs to answer for the Qlliuit of the slip*
with straw mattresses oil the arrival of their steamer*.'I he Dock Commissioners ordered Secretary
Lynch to ask him to appear, the Pilot Commissioner*representing to the former that a* the iiiattre**ea
were thrown into the slips they had no jurisdiction.
The report ot Mr. Ogden to the Pilot Commissioner*
was v rj explicit in detail, aud it is et]>ected that tha
Dock Department, who have Jurisdiction, will miliot
the legal penalties.

POLITENESS AT A DISCOUNT.

"Is this ere a tryhunai ov jestlee?" demanded
William Maunders, as he zigzagged to the JefTaraon
Market Police Court railing yesterday. "l>o yon
dish out the lor* ov the kentry hero ?"

"That's our line." said the Court.
"'1 heu I've a complaint to make agin these er*

public servants 111 the blue togs and brass buttons.
u dlirued serious c harge."

Indeed'/" said 111* Honor. "Did they club yoU?"
"Not much; 1 wouldn't hev stood It."
"Did they sbune you?"
"Not il 1 know it."
"Well, w hat did tliey do?"
"It's over tnclr perliteuesa I'm a 111.akin' this coan>

plaint. There ain't a hunk ov it iu the hull caboodle.
Why, J edge, this feller walked a detail blocks with
me and tklked a heap, and 1 dkl some things to accommodatehint deau am;, my will, aud would yoit
b'llevs it, lie didn't aay If you pluaaa' In all that
tluiv."


